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T
ell our readers about Christ-
mas Press so far?

There's four of us in Christ-
mas Press: David Allan, Fiona 
McDonald, Sophie Masson, 
and Beattie Alvarez. We all 

love the gorgeous classic picture books that 
we grew up with, the kind which featured 
retold traditional stories and beautiful illustra-
tions, opening children–and their families–to 
a wealth of wonderful tales from around 
the world, books you often got as presents 
and that made you feel like every day was 
Christmas. Sitting around discussing these 
one day, we were musing about how there 
just weren’t enough of them around any 
more. But rather than complain about it, we 
decided to do something about it–and so 
Christmas Press was born, in Armidale, in the 
early months of 2013.

Our launch title, Two Trickster Tales from 
Russia, was released in October 2013, after 
we ran a successful crowdfunding campaign 
to help to fund our fi rst print run. By the way, 
all of our books are proudly printed in Austra-
lia—we think the Australian printing industry 
is fantastic, innovative, and worth supporting. 
In 2014, we have three books coming out, 
and two of those have already been pre-
ordered by the biggest schools distributor in 
Australia, and will be going into thousands 
of school libraries around the nation, quite a 
coup for a very new, very small publisher. All 
of our titles are available in bookshops around 
the country, including of course in Armidale!

We have a great list planned for 2014, 
2015 and beyond.

We also produce quality merchandise 

based on the stunning illustrations from the 
books: signed limited-edition prints, greetings 
cards and postcards, mugs and t-shirts! You 
can buy these at Granny Fi’s Toy Cupboard 
in Uralla, or order from our website, www.
christmaspresspicturebooks.com The greet-
ings cards are also on sale at NERAM and 
Reader's Companion.

It's been the most amazing adventure so 
far, and we're so thrilled by all the support 
we've received, from readers of all ages, li-
brarians, booksellers, teachers, reviewers, and 
fellow authors and illustrators. We've also had 
great comments from other publishers, which 
is nice. Actually, we are the only publisher in 
Australia doing this sort of book, so we've 
found a nice little niche for ourselves. It seems 
we're not the only ones to be missing those 
classic books!
Tell us about yourselves and how you are 
each involved with Christmas Press?

We run Christmas Press as a partnership 
and we decide on our publishing list together 
but because we each have different skills, 
we tend to work on different aspects of the 
business. David and Fiona are our inhouse 
illustrators and designers, do the hard work of 
laying-out and really create the gorgeous look 
of our books; Beattie is our inhouse editor as 
well as our social media publicist, including 
running a fabulous Facebook page (www.
facebook,com/ChristmasPress). And Sophie, 
who as an established author has great 
contacts with other authors and links in the 
publishing industry, concentrates on promo-
tion, publicity, distribution, admin, foreign 
rights, and signing up authors for new books, 
amongst other things! She also wrote the 

stories for our launch title.
What type of children's books do you 
publish?

We specialise in beautiful picture books 
for children, featuring traditional tales–folk 
tales, fairy tales, legends, myths–retold by 
well-known authors and stunningly illustrated 
in classic styles that refl ect the cultures the 
stories come from. These A4 sized, softcover 
32-page picture books each feature two 
stories from a particular country or 
culture, and are designed and 
produced to a very high 
standard. We are also, 
this year, publishing an 
Annual of Christmas-
themed stories, poems, 
memoirs etc, in longer 
paperback form—see 
below.
How would you 
describe your children's 
books to our audience?

They are entertaining, fun, 
beautiful, nostalgic in feel yet also 
very much of our time. These are beautiful 
books that the whole family will cherish—
every day, not just at Christmas!
How was your launch title, Two Trickster 
Tales from Russia received?

Really well! The crowdfunding campaign—
where people donate money in return for 
'perks' such as signed copies of the books, 
limited edition prints, merchandise—was very 
well supported, and resulted in us raising 
two-thirds of the funds needed for our fi rst 
print run. That fi rst print run sold out in a few 
weeks, and we had to quickly reprint. We also 

produced a fabulous audio book of this title, 
which includes incidental music and sound 
effects and has also been a great hit! The 
reviews for both the print and audio edition 
have been fantastic, and the books have sold 
all over Australia. As with our other titles, 
we are also looking beyond Australia for the 
future, hoping to sell foreign rights to our 
books to international publishers.

What are the plans for 2014?
This year, we are publishing 

three new titles: Two Selkie 
Stories from Scotland, re-

told by best-selling fan-
tasy writer Kate Forsyth 
and illustrated by Fiona 
McDonald, which is 
out in May; Two Tales 
of Twins from Ancient 
Greece and Rome, 

retold by multi-award 
winning author Ursula 

Dubosarsky and illustrated 
by David Allan, out in August, 

and a special title, the Once Upon 
a Christmas Annual, edited and compiled 

by Beattie Alvarez, featuring lots of seasonal 
stories, poems, memoirs, recipes and more, 
by some of Australia's best-known writers 
and illustrators as well as new ones. That will 
be out in time for Christmas 2014.

We are launching Two Selkie Stories from 
Scotland on May 10 at 4.30 at Granny Fi's 
Toy Cupboard in Uralla and Kate is fl ying up 
from Sydney specially for it, which is fantastic! 
Everyone is invited to come and celebrate 
with us.
Thanks Sophie.
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“They are 
entertaining, fun, 

beautiful, nostalgic in 

feel yet also very much 

of our time. These are 

beautiful books that 

the whole family will 

cherish—every day, not 

just at Christmas!”
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